
 
 

 

(Wednesday, September 13) 

Subject:  2023 Upper Snake River and Reservoir Operations Update 

Purpose: The purpose of these updates is to provide information regarding Reclamation's operations and basin 
conditions as the season progresses. The information is provisional and subject to change. 

Highlights  
*Beginning Friday, September 15th, Lake Walcott levels will be reduced 

Total System Update: The reservoir system is 49% full, which is approximately 109% of median for the date 
and 1,258,197 acre-feet higher than a year ago.  
 

 

Jackson Lake: Releases from Jackson Lake Dam will continue to be adjusted as needed to achieve reservoir 
level targets and objectives. At this time, it is anticipated that releases will be incrementally reduced to initial 
storage season flows by October 2nd. There is a public meeting in Jackson on September 14th where 
Reclamation staff will present a 101-level overview of the Upper Snake System. Please see the following link 
for more information - Link .   

*Lake Walcott: USFWS submitted a request to draft Lake Walcott by 2-3’ this fall for the purpose of facilitating 
prescribed burns and shoreline maintenance on the wildlife refuge. Similar operations have been conducted at 
Lake Walcott for various purposes, including as recently as last year. The draft of Lake Walcott is achieved via 
reduced releases from upstream reservoirs (American Falls) while maintaining water delivery at and below 
Minidoka Dam. The operation will begin later this week with an initial 2’ draft of Lake Walcott and, when 
conditions permit, an additional 1’ draft by early October.  

For additional information, please contact the individuals below, or call the Upper Snake River and Reservoir 
Operations line at 208-670-0761. 
 
Brian Stevens, Upper Snake Field Office Water Operations Supervisory Civil Engineer 
bstevens@usbr.gov 
 
Jeremy Dalling, Upper Snake Field Office Water Operations Civil Engineer 
jdalling@usbr.gov 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usbr.gov%2Fnewsroom%2Fnews-release%2F4620&data=05%7C01%7Cjdalling%40usbr.gov%7C85c3190545634ed4d3e008dbb3c9e4d8%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638301451926954920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dobb%2FWm1i45hWfnY6hD%2FSUQZSv4AX4Z3Ri%2BS2RnU6lE%3D&reserved=0
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